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CLI Russian language students and staff on a field trip in Kyrgyzstan.  Photo by Theresa Zimm

I am delighted to lead the Melikian Center this year as Acting Director. The 
team and I are making great progress advancing the Center’s mission on 
and off campus. I am especially looking forward to our exciting lineup of 
events this year and language offerings 
in Summer 2026. Henry Thomson

Acting Melikian Center Director



Did you know that the famous Soviet film director, Sergei 
Eisenstein, visited Arizona and the Grand Canyon in the 
late 1920s? In  November 2025, with the Melikian Center’s 
support, ASU is hosting the international conference “Sergei 
Eisenstein in Mexico and the American Southwest,” exploring 
how the Soviet filmmaker drew on indigenous cultures, 
Mexican folklore, and local intellectuals to shape his cinematic 
techniques and theory. The three-day event featured 
keynotes, 22 panels, rare film screenings, and interdisciplinary 
discussions on Eisenstein’s engagement with pre-Columbian 
culture, modernist art, and decolonial perspectives.

Bojana Dabović (former ASU Humphrey Fellow) and 
Ljubomir Filipović (PhD student) have filmed a pilot 
documentary episode for Montenegrin 
America, uncovering one of the 

earliest and often overlooked Montenegrin immigration stories in the U.S., including 
the immigrants’ role in the Civil War and the 1917 Bisbee Deportation. 
Focusing on Bisbee, Arizona, a historic Montenegrin hub, the documentary, 
supported by the Melikian Center, revives a nearly lost story of community, 
resilience, and transcontinental connections.

Faculty Accomplishments

Olga Ovcharskaia joined the Melikian Center in August 2025 as a Postdoctoral Research Scholar.  
Her research examines the intersection of literature, humanitarianism, and public opinion in late 
Imperial Russia, with a particular focus on the role of writers during the 1891–92 famine.  More broadly, 
her interests include the development of civil society and the public sphere, as well as representations 
of humanitarian crises in literature and art. She received her PhD in Slavic Languages and Literatures 
from Stanford University and also holds degrees from St. Petersburg State University 

    and Moscow State University.

Postdoctoral Research Scholar: Olga Ovcharskaia

Research in Action

In 2025, Melikian Center faculty affiliates published books on 
diverse topics. Mark Cruse, French literature and culture, Scool 
of International Letters & Cultures (SILC), wrote on the Mongols 
as encountered by the French. Dave Fossum, ethnomusicology, 
School of Music, Dance and Theatre, examined copyright 
protection and intellectual property in the Turkish music industry, 
especially folk music. Hilde Hoogenboom, Russian literature and 
culture, SILC, authored a study on how the sentimental novel took root 
in nineteenth-century Russian society and literature. Olcay Unver, 
environmental and resource management, The Polytechnic School, 
explored global water security and sustainability challenges. Robert 
Niebuhr, political and military history, Barrett, The Honors College, 
analyzed Yugoslavia’s nonalignment strategy and its global role during the Cold War. Imge Oranli, philosophy and ethics, 
School of Applied Sciences & Arts, investigated political evil through the Armenian Genocide and the Shoah. In addition to these 
publications, faculty and graduate students presented forthcoming work in the Center’s Works in Progress series.



Critical Languages Institute
The Critical Languages Institute provided 116 students with intensive and 
immersive language and cultural programs in 11 languages through both 
online and in-person modalities in summer 2025. Despite the closure of 
the Department of War’s Project Global Officer program, which recruited 
20-25 students each year for CLI, the institute managed to increase its 
enrollment of students not funded by this program. CLI increased its 

enrollment of students not 
funded by Project Global 
Officer by 14% while federal 
funding for CLI programs fell 
by 43%.
The impact of CLI’s programs 
on the future success of its 
participants is clear in ASU’s 
Fulbright Semi-finalist, as well 
as other nationally competitive 

CLI Students of Persian 101

Communication across national, international, and ideological 
divisions is essential in today’s shifting geopolitical landscape. 
To truly understand one another, we must also understand the 
cultural, historical, political, and material contexts that shape 
and are shaped by language. The Critical Languages Institute 
(CLI) is more crucial than ever, helping learners not just master 
new languages but connect with the communities and lived 
realities those languages represent. 

Jamie Edmonds
CLI Director

The Melikian Center helped ASU become one of the first five 
U.S. universities to join the Global Coalition of Ukrainian Studies 
in September at a New York event hosted by Ukraine’s First 
Lady Olena Zelenska. ASU leaders, including Provost Nancy 
Gonzales, signed a memorandum with Ukrainian educational 
leaders, committing to advance Ukrainian studies and combat 
misinformation. Representing the Melikian Center was board 
president Craig Calhoun. Also in attendance were Dan Rice, 
president of American University Kyiv, and Oli Nevinska, Arizona-
Ukrainian community leader and founder of the Ukrainian 
Prostir UA foundation.

ASU Joins Global Ukrainian 
Studies Effort

ASU Provost Nancy Gonzales and Olha Budnyk, advisor-
commissioner of the president of Ukraine on the Presidential 

Foundation for Support of Education, Science, and Sports

scholarships. Of the 45 ASU Fulbright 
semifinalists for 2025, eight are associated 
with the Center, and four of the 14 Fulbright 
student finalists in 2024-2025 previously 
attended a CLI program.

CLI Instructor Agnieszka Mielczarek during a 
Polish 101 online session



Regional engagement 
and partnership-building

Want more  information?

Critical 
Languages 
Institute
cli.asu.edu

Melikian Center
melikian.asu.edu

Fund-raising totals
In 2025, the Melikian Center received:

$243,607 
in philanthropic gifts from 128 donors

$764,270
in federal grants

Russian partner in Daugavpils
Looking to study advanced 
Russian in a truly immersive 
setting? The Melikian Center 
is thrilled to announce a new 
language partner in Daugavpils, 
Latvia — Learn Russian in the  EU. 
Experience Russian in a vibrant, 

multilingual environment while exploring the unique cultural and 
regional context of Northern Europe. This partnership expands 
the Center’s global network and opens fresh pathways for 
students eager to connect language study with real-world 
experience.

Sabbatical Update by Dr. Keith Brown 
Greetings from Helsinki, where 
October—“mudmonth” (lokakuu) 
— brings autumn rains. I’ve been 
busy with Fulbright teaching, 
my upcoming lecture, and 
conferences in Ohrid and Helsinki. 
In December, I’ll meet UNSW and 

KCL colleagues on our PLuSAlliance project, and next June, Ljubo 
Filipovic and I will lead a study abroad program in Montenegro.

Keith in Pälkäne, Finland, Sept. 2025

The Faculty Enrichment Program (FEP), 
sponsored by the U.S. Embassy in Tashkent 
and administered by American Councils 
since 2019, supports Uzbek university faculty 
in advancing their teaching and research 
skills. For Fall 2025 the Melikian Center is 
hosting Sardorbek Murodov (Termiz State 
University), Abdushukur Urinboev (Fergana 
Polytechnic Institute), and Maksudjon 
Usmonov (Turin Polytechnic University 
in Tashkent), all teaching in fields of AI, 
automation, and computer systems while 
pursuing PhDs in related areas.

YSU Partnership
In Spring 2025, Melikian Center 
faculty and graduate affiliates 
taught short online courses for 
Yerevan State University’s MA 
program in American Studies, 
covering U.S. founding principles, 
foreign policy, and oratory. In 

September, YSU and the Center co-hosted a panel on “Artificial 
Intelligence in U.S. Policymaking” with ASU faculty Lance 
Gharavi and Kanul Gopalan. The program is funded by the U.S. 
Embassy in Yerevan.

The contents of this Annual Report were developed under a grant from the U.S. Department of Education. However, 
those contents do not necessarily represent the policy of the Department of Education, and you should not assume 
endorsement by the Federal Government.

Yerevan State Unversity (YSU)
Yerevan, Armenia

Fulbright FLTA 2025
Before coming to ASU as a 
Fulbright Foreign Language 
Teaching Assistant (FLTA), 
Cihangir Tunca most recently 
served as a teacher at the 
Tarsus American College in 
Mezitli, Türkiye. Also, he is 

finishing his thesis for his MA in English Language Education 
at Çukurova Universityin Sarıçam,Türkiye.

Cihangir Tunca 
Fulbright FLTA 2025 from Türkiye

Learn Russian in the EU, Daugavpils, Latvia Faculty Enrichment Program (FEP)

GIST 2025 Program
In summer 2025, ASU’s 
GIST (Global Innova-
tion through Science 
and Technology) pro-
gram, funded by the U.S. 
Department of State, 
brought together entre-

preneurs from Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo, North 
Macedonia and Serbia for a 10-week program using Lean 
Startup methods and customer discovery interviews to 
test their business ideas. ASU instructors included Denise 
McKenzie, Visar Berisha, and Zachary Holman. In Novem-
ber 2025, five teams will pitch their ideas at ASU’s Venture 
Demo Devil Days. 

GIST 2025 attendees

Abdushukur Urinboev

Maksudjon Usmonov

Sardorbek Murodov


