Syllabus
Intensive 4 -year Russian I and II in Bishkek
SLC 494 (40925) & SLC 494 (40926)
Critical Languages Institute: Summer 2018
th

Classroom:
Instructors:

Meeting times:
Office hours:

9:00am-1:00pm

by appt

Required Textbook:
“Russian from intermediate to advanced” by Kagan, Kudyma & Miller. Please purchase the
paperback version. You will also need a laptop with wi-fi to access the online materials for
textbook.
Additional materials will also be available online at: http: //mylondonschool.com/lms/
Recommended Materials:
Russian-English/English-Russian dictionary:One excellent E-R/R-E dictionary can be

downloaded for about $80 from http: //www.abbyyusa.com/shop/lingvo/er/. (We always
recommend using a single-use credit card number for international online purchases.)
About the course:

This course in Russian language and culture is a follow-up to the third-year course and is
intended to enhance overall communicative competence in Russian for generalists and
people who may work in government service or translation, with a special focus on
knowledge of politics, national security and economics. By the completion of this course,
students are expected to achieve ACTFL proficiency levels of Advanced Low or
Intermediate High in listening, speaking and reading.
In addition, the course is designed to help students recognize common knowledge,
beliefs, attitudes, and behavioral patterns of the Russian people, and to comply (verbally
and non-verbally) with Russian cultural norms.
Program Structure:
This class is divided into two sessions. The first session covers the material normally included in
the fall semester. The second covers the material normally included in the spring semester.
You will receive two grades; one for each session.
Session I:
Session II:

June 17 - July 12
July 15 - August 9

(final exam on July 12)
(final exam on August 9)

Grading system per session:
Class participation
Homework
Weekly tests, quizzes, presentations
Final examination

10%
10%
50%
30%

Grade Percent
A+
98–100
A
93–97
A90–92
B+
87–89
B
83–86
B80–82
C+
77–79
C
73–76
C70–72
D
60–69
F
0–59
Auditing and Incompletes:
Since CLI courses are tuition free, they cannot be taken for audit. There is no not-for-credit
option. All students will receive a grade for their class. CLI does not issue grades of Incomplete.
Students who do not complete coursework by the end of CLI will be graded normally, with a
grade of zero for any assignment not completed.
Class Time versus Homework:
This intensive course relies heavily on work performed outside the class.
Class time concentrates on activities that you cannot perform effectively without the immediate
feedback of an instructor, for example: conversation, structured oral drills, active listening
comprehension, etc.
Activities for which no instructor is necessary will typically be performed as homework, for
example: reading, writing, and composition; grammar, etc.
In particular, you will be expected to read ahead and to work with material that has not yet
been covered in class. It is the student’s responsibility to learn assigned material before class,
then come to class prepared to apply what they have learned. Instructors will not necessary go
over every homework topic in class. Instead, they will concentrate are topics that are particularly
difficult or particularly important. Students are responsible for mastering every topic assigned,
including topics not emphasized in class.
With a course moving at 5 times the usual speed, preparation is critical. Students who come to
class unprepared will find it difficult to succeed.
Participation:
Since the course relies so heavily on listening and speaking practice, attendance and participation
are mandatory and count toward your final grade.

Class participation will reflect the student’s daily preparation and active participation in class
discussions. A student who is chronically late to class, leaves early, or is not prepared to
participate will not receive full attendance and participation credit.
Students who miss more than two classes over the course of the 8-week session without prior
consent of the instructor or ASU Resident Director will receive a zero for class participation and
will be asked to withdraw from the course.
Homework:
Homework is your opportunity to practice. It is expected that you will make mistakes. This is
expected and you will not be marked down for it. As long as you complete and turn in your
homework, you will receive full credit.
Academic Dishonesty:
Academic honesty is expected of all students in all examinations, papers, laboratory work,
academic transactions and records. The possible sanctions include, but are not limited to,
appropriate grade penalties, course failure (indicated on the transcript as a grade of E), course
failure due to academic dishonesty (indicated on the transcript as a grade of XE), loss of
registration privileges, disqualification and dismissal. For more information, see http:
//provost.asu.edu/academicintegrity.
Daily Schedule:
MTThF 08: 30 – 9: 25
9: 30 – 10: 25
10: 30 – 11: 50
12: 00 – 1: 00
MWF

2: 00 – 4: 00

class
class
class
class
meeting with language coach

Typical Daily Schedule (subject to change):

TIME
Block 1
08: 30 –
9: 25
Block 2
9: 30 –
10: 25
Block 3
10: 30 –
11: 50

MONDAY, TUESDAY, THURSDAY, FRIDAY
Grammar themes: homework review, explanation of grammar, modeling of
grammar in context, oral and written activation of grammar. Note: all
grammar explanations and discussions are in Russian only.
Fri: Grammar exam
Reading/writing: homework review, vocabulary review, introduction of new
vocabulary, discussion of new vocabulary, modeling of new vocabulary in
context, activation of new vocabulary, vocabulary in extended text, questions
and answers regarding extended test, practice writing similar texts. Note:all
vocabulary discussion and explanations are in Russian only.

Fri: Writing exam.

Block 4
12: 00 –
1: 00

Conversation: homework review, spoken reinforcement of new vocabulary
and grammar, model dialogs, student variations on model dialogs, practice
with extemporaneous speech.
Fri: Presentation — unprepared speech on topics covered during the week.

Session topics:
Week
1

Themes
Образование и 21 век

2

Работа и жизнь

3

Свободное время и
образ жизни

4

Семья и семейные
отношения

Reading

Listening

Speaking

Writing

Lexicon & grammar

5

Город, пригород и
деревня

6

Молодежь и общество

7a

Здоровье и вредные
привычки

7b

Политика и общество

8a

Экономика и
обшество

8b

Россия и глобальные
проблемы
современности

